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Essay Writing

essay = a short piece of writing on a particular subject, especially one done by students as part of 
the work for a course

For homework I want you to write an essay on endangered species.
Mr Jones thought my history essay was terrific.

An essay is made up of several paragraphs and each paragraph is made up of several sentences.

The Structure of an Essay:
1) Introductory Paragraph => It includes the thesis statement.
2) Body Paragraphs
3) Concluding Paragraph

1) Introductory Paragraph:
1. Background knowledge
2. Thesis statement        
3. Road map

An Example for an Introductory Paragraph:

Iran’s economy has suffered from persistent inflation in the past forty years and the prices have 
been rising steadily. Inflation has caused a great deal of hardship for different classes of the 
Iranian society. The constant double-digit inflation in Iran is mainly due to the structure of its 
economy. In this essay, we are going to enumerate the fundamental factors which contribute to 
interminable inflation in Iran.

2) Body Paragraphs of the Essay:

The Structure of each Body Paragraph:
1) Topic Sentence
2) The Body of the Paragraph
3) Concluding Sentence

Each body paragraph usually has a topic sentence, body sentences, and a concluding sentence.
Sometimes depending on the previous or the following paragraphs, a body paragraph may not 
have either a topic sentence or a concluding sentence.

3) Concluding Paragraph of the Essay:
You can develop a concluding paragraph by restating the thesis statement or by summarizing the 
ideas which have been put forward in the body paragraphs.



An Example of a Well-Organized Essay:

An Appeal to the Senses: The Development of the Braille System in 
Nineteenth-Century France

The invention of Braille was a major turning point in the history of disability. The writing 
system of raised dots used by visually impaired people was developed by Louis Braille in 
nineteenth-century France. In a society that did not value disabled people in general, 
blindness was particularly stigmatized, and lack of access to reading and writing was a  
significant barrier to social participation. The idea of tactile reading was not entirely new, 
but existing methods based on sighted systems were difficult to learn and use. As the first 
writing  system  designed  for  blind  people’s  needs,  Braille  was  a  groundbreaking  new 
accessibility  tool.  It  not  only  provided  practical  benefits,  but  also  helped  change  the 
cultural status of blindness. This essay begins by discussing the situation of blind people 
in nineteenth-century Europe. It then describes the invention of Braille and the gradual 
process  of  its  acceptance  within  blind education.  Subsequently,  it  explores  the  wide-
ranging effects of this invention on blind people’s social and cultural lives.

Lack  of  access  to  reading  and  writing  put  blind  people  at  a  serious  disadvantage  in 
nineteenth-century society. Text was one of the primary methods through which people 
engaged with culture, communicated with others, and accessed information; without a 
well-developed reading system that did not rely on sight,  blind people were excluded 
from social  participation (Weygand,  2009).  While  disabled people in general  suffered 
from discrimination,  blindness  was  widely  viewed as  the  worst  disability,  and it  was 
commonly  believed  that  blind  people  were  incapable  of  pursuing  a  profession  or 
improving  themselves  through  culture  (Weygand,  2009). This  demonstrates  the 
importance of reading and writing to social status at the time: without access to text, it  
was considered impossible to fully participate in society. Blind people were excluded from 
the sighted world, but also entirely dependent on sighted people for information and 
education.

In France,  debates  about how to deal  with disability  led to the adoption of  different 
strategies over time. While people with temporary difficulties were able to access public 
welfare, the most common response to people with long-term disabilities, such as hearing 
or vision loss, was to group them together in institutions (Tombs, 1996). At first, a joint 
institute for the blind and deaf was created, and although the partnership was motivated 
more by financial considerations than by the well-being of the residents, the institute 
aimed to help people develop skills valuable to society (Weygand, 2009). Eventually blind 
institutions  were  separated  from  deaf  institutions,  and  the  focus  shifted  towards 
education of the blind, as was the case for the Royal Institute for Blind Youth, which 
Louis  Braille  attended  (Jimenez  et  al,  2009).  The  growing  acknowledgement  of  the 
uniqueness of different disabilities led to more targeted education strategies, fostering an 
environment in which the benefits of a specifically blind education could be more widely 
recognized.



Several  different systems of  tactile reading can be seen as forerunners to the method 
Louis  Braille  developed,  but  these  systems  were  all  developed  based  on  the  sighted 
system. The Royal Institute for Blind Youth in Paris taught the students to read embossed 
roman letters, a method created by the school’s founder, Valentin Hauy (Jimenez et al.,  
2009). Reading this way proved to be a rather arduous task, as the letters were difficult to  
distinguish by touch. The embossed letter method was based on the reading system of 
sighted  people,  with  minimal  adaptation  for  those  with  vision  loss.  As  a  result,  this 
method did not gain significant success among blind students.

Louis Braille was bound to be influenced by his school’s founder, but the most influential  
pre-Braille  tactile  reading  system  was  Charles  Barbier’s  night  writing. A  soldier  in 
Napoleon’s army, Barbier developed a system in 1819 that used 12 dots with a five line 
musical staff (Kersten, 1997). His intention was to develop a system that would allow the 
military to communicate at night without the need for light (Herron, 2009). The code 
developed by Barbier was phonetic (Jimenez et al., 2009); in other words, the code was 
designed for sighted people and was based on the sounds of words, not on an actual 
alphabet. Barbier discovered that variants of raised dots within a square were the easiest 
method of reading by touch (Jimenez et al., 2009). This system proved effective for the 
transmission of short messages between military personnel,  but the symbols were too 
large  for  the  fingertip,  greatly  reducing the speed at  which a  message could be read 
(Herron,  2009).  For  this  reason,  it  was  unsuitable  for  daily  use  and  was  not  widely 
adopted in the blind community.

Nevertheless,  Barbier’s  military  dot  system was  more  efficient  than  Hauy’s  embossed 
letters,  and  it  provided  the  framework  within  which  Louis  Braille  developed  his 
method. Barbier’s system, with its dashes and dots, could form over 4000 combinations 
(Jimenez et  al.,  2009).  Compared to the 26 letters  of  the Latin alphabet,  this  was an 
absurdly  high  number.  Braille  kept  the  raised  dot  form,  but  developed  a  more 
manageable system that would reflect the sighted alphabet. He replaced Barbier’s dashes 
and dots with just six dots in a rectangular configuration (Jimenez et al., 2009). The result 
was that the blind population in France had a tactile reading system using dots (like 
Barbier’s) that was based on the structure of the sighted alphabet (like Hauy’s); crucially, 
this system was the first developed specifically for the purposes of the blind.

While  the Braille  system gained immediate popularity  with the blind students  at  the 
Institute  in  Paris,  it  had  to  gain  acceptance  among  the  sighted  before  its  adoption 
throughout France. This support was necessary because sighted teachers and leaders had 
ultimate control over the propagation of Braille resources. Many of the teachers at the 
Royal Institute for Blind Youth resisted learning Braille’s system because they found the 
tactile method of reading difficult to learn (Bullock & Galst, 2009). This resistance was 
symptomatic  of  the prevalent  attitude that  the  blind population had to  adapt  to  the 
sighted world rather than develop their own tools and methods. Over time, however, with 
the increasing impetus to make social  contribution possible for all,  teachers began to 
appreciate the usefulness of Braille’s system (Bullock & Galst, 2009), realizing that access 



to reading could help improve the productivity and integration of people with vision loss.  
It  took  approximately  30  years,  but  the  French  government  eventually  approved  the 
Braille system, and it was established throughout the country (Bullock & Galst, 2009).

Although Blind people remained marginalized throughout the nineteenth century, the 
Braille  system  granted  them  growing  opportunities  for  social  participation. Most 
obviously,  Braille  allowed people  with vision loss  to  read the same alphabet  used by 
sighted people (Bullock & Galst, 2009), allowing them to participate in certain cultural 
experiences previously unavailable to them. Written works, such as books and poetry, 
had previously been inaccessible to the blind population without the aid of  a reader, 
limiting their autonomy. As books began to be distributed in Braille,  this barrier was 
reduced,  enabling  people  with  vision  loss  to  access  information  autonomously.  The 
closing of the gap between the abilities of blind and the sighted contributed to a gradual 
shift in blind people’s status, lessening the cultural perception of the blind as essentially 
different and facilitating greater social integration.

The  Braille  system  also  had  important  cultural  effects  beyond  the  sphere  of  written 
culture. Its invention later led to the development of a music notation system for the 
blind, although Louis Braille did not develop this system himself (Jimenez, et al., 2009). 
This development helped remove a cultural obstacle that had been introduced by the 
popularization of written musical notation in the early 1500s. While music had previously 
been an arena in which the blind could participate on equal footing, the transition from 
memory-based performance to notation-based performance meant that blind musicians 
were no longer able to compete with sighted musicians (Kersten, 1997). As a result, a 
tactile musical notation system became necessary for professional equality between blind 
and sighted musicians (Kersten, 1997).

Braille paved the way for dramatic cultural changes in the way blind people were treated 
and  the  opportunities  available  to  them. Louis  Braille’s  innovation  was  to  reimagine 
existing  reading  systems  from a  blind  perspective,  and  the  success  of  this  invention 
required sighted teachers  to  adapt  to  their  students’  reality  instead of  the  other  way 
around.  In  this  sense,  Braille  helped  drive  broader  social  changes  in  the  status  of 
blindness. New accessibility tools provide practical advantages to those who need them, 
but they can also change the perspectives and attitudes of those who do not.
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Academic IELTS: Writing => Task 2 

The Assigned Topic
Some believe that people today have no interest in maintaining the traditional culture of their 
country or region. Others believe that it is still important to people that we preserve a traditional 
way of life.

Discuss both these views and give your own opinion. Give reasons for your answer and include 
any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Today we live  in  a  globalized world  and the  development  of  global  culture  is  often at  the  
expense of  local  traditions.  There are  certainly many people  that  show indifference to  local 

https://www.scribbr.com/academic-essay/example-essay-structure/


customs in  favor  of  embracing  global  ideas,  but  there  are  still  many  who see  the  value  in 
maintaining them, myself included.

It is easy to argue that people are strongly influenced by the effects of globalization. Technology 
in particular seems to dominate the leisure time of young people, whether it be gadgets or the  
Internet. As a result, there are trends which can be described as global in all aspects of culture.  
For instance, many people now prefer listening to music by Ed Sheeran or Beyoncé rather than 
the traditional music of their country, which is often seen as outdated by comparison. Similarly, 
many would rather try exotic 'foreign' foods than use traditional recipes, which they might see as 
dull or old-fashioned.

However, it would be a mistake to think that everyone thinks this way. Many people are turned 
off by technology, which they see as culturally empty. Older people especially feel nostalgia for  
how things used to be done. For example, in the UK, the Royal Family are as popular as ever, 
and thousands of people turn out to see them wherever they go. It should also be remembered 
that many of today's global pop stars were themselves inspired by more traditional genres of 
music.  Ed Sheeran,  for example,  embodies many musical  traditions,  such as folk music and 
busking. In the same way, it is still common to see performances of more traditional forms of 
music, such as classical and jazz.

My own opinion is that there is truth in both views. There are certainly people so focused on 
global trends that there is no space in their lives for, or interest in, preserving the past. On the  
other  hand,  there  are  many who prefer  to  live  their  lives  more  nostalgically  and  value  the 
traditions that have been handed down. I would say that I belong more to this second group of  
people, although I admit I would struggle without the Internet.

(354 words)
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